
1Metalaxyl is a fungicide 
that is highly soluble in 

water, and poses a significant 
threat of contamination in 
ground water. It is linked to 
kidney and liver damage and 
is toxic to birds. There have 
been 1,327 detections of 
metalaxyl at 546 locations in 
Long Island’s groundwater.

2  Imidacloprid can be 
found in hundreds of 

products used on lawns, turf, 
golf courses, gardens, farms, 
ornamental plants, and in 
households. Yet, it is a known 
neurotoxin, which means that 
it damages the nervous sys-
tem. It has a strong potential 
to contaminate ground water. 
It has been detected 890 
times in 179 locations in Long 
Island’s groundwater. 

3 Atrazine was banned in 
the European Union in 

2004 because of persistent 
ground water contamination. 
In the United States, however,  
it is a widely used weed killer, 
with 76 million pounds ap-
plied annually. Atrazine has 
been identified as an endo-
crine disruptor and possible 
carcinogen. There have been 
124 detections of atrazine in 
51 locations in Long Island’s 
groundwater.

As Long Islanders, we 
rely on underground 

aquifers as our sole source 
of drinking water.  Unfortu-
nately, information gath-
ered by the NYS Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) indi-
cates that more than 120 
different toxic pesticides 
and their breakdown prod-
ucts have been found in 
Long Island’s ground water.  
It is critical that we protect 
our drinking water for our 
health, the environment 
and for future generations. 
At a minimum, we must 
ban the three worst offend-
ing pesticides detected in 
our drinking water (meta-
laxyl, imidacloprid, and 
atrazine), which have been 
found thousands of times 
in Long Island’s groundwa-
ter from 2001 to 2010.

Better still would be for 
the DEC to adopt an ef-

fective and much needed, 
plan that would prevent 
adverse effects to human 
health and the environ-
ment. The Neighborhood 
Network’s concern is that 
this strategy does not put 
in place any measures to 
protect Long Island’s water 
supply from contamina-
tion, but instead calls for 
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PROTECT LONG ISLAND’S 
DRINKING WATER

more planning and meet-
ings. After more than a de-
cade of delays, the Neigh-
borhood Network is not 
interested in calls for more 
talk. The time for action is 
now, and the DEC needs 
to fulfill its commitment to 
protect Long Island’s water 
resources from pesticide 
contamination.

On Long Island, 10 mil-
lion pounds of pesti-

cides are applied annually 
to control a host of pests 
that include insects, weeds, 
and plant diseases. We also 
have some of the highest 
rates of breast cancer in 
the country. Knowing this, 
it is imperative that we pro-
tect drinking water with an 
effective Long Island Pes-
ticide Pollution Prevention 
Strategy, while at the same 
time, educating homeown-
ers and landscape compa-
nies of the benefits and ef-
fectiveness of maintaining 
lawns and trees without 
chemical pesticides. Or-
ganic lawn and tree care is 
a thriving industry on Long 
Island.  It doesn’t pollute 
drinking water, or threaten 
our environment, and it 
can give you a beautifully 
green lawn without the use 
of chemicals.

The Three 
Worst Offenders

The DEC has the ability and the responsibility to protect drinking water 
from future contamination and to protect public health.

7180 Republic Airport
Farmingdale, NY 11735



LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!

While pesticides continue 
to be applied at alarming 
rates, many Long Island-
ers are choosing to main-
tain their lawn and trees by  
forgoing the use of toxic 
chemicals, so as not to dam-
age their family’s health 
or the environment. The 
Neighborhood Network 
can help towards that end. 
Visit www.neighborhood-
network.org for the latest 
Organic Landscaper List. 
The list provides informa-
tion about Long Island land-
scapers who can help you 
maintain a beautiful lawn 
by using 100% pesticide-
free  products and practices.

We also provide a full-color 
companion flyer called Do-
it-Yourself Organic Lawn 
Care for those who main-
tain their own properties. 

Make changes yourself

Join us at the public hearings in April
Tell them to start by banning the three most widely detected 

pesticides in Long Island drinking water. Urge them to de-
velop a plan that protects public health and our groundwater. 

Date: April 3, 2013
Time: 6-9 PM
NYS DEC Availability Session: 6-7 PM
Public Meeting: 7-9 PM
Suffolk County Community College
Eastern Campus
121 Speonk-Riverhead Road
Building: Shinnecock 101
Riverhead, NY 11901

Date: April 4, 2013
Time: 6-9 PM
NYS DEC Availability Session: 6-7 PM
Public Meeting: 7-9 PM
Morrelly Homeland Security Center
510 Grumman Road West
Main Conference Room
Bethpage, NY 11714

Send comments on the Draft Strategy via e-mail, mail or fax to:

Scott Menrath, P.E., Director, Pest Management
NYS DEC, Division of Materials Management
625 Broadway, Albany, New York 12233-7254

e-mail: LongIslandStrategy@gw.dec.state.ny.us,
Fax: 518-402-9024

Comments on the Draft Strategy are welcome through the 
close of the public comment period on April 30, 2013. 

can’t Make the hearings?
you c an still have your say.

Banning the top three 
pesticides found in Long 
Island’s drinking water is a 
good start, but adopting an 
effective Long Island Pesti-
cides Pollution Prevention 
Strategy  is the only way to 
prevent contamination in 
the future, protect existing 
water sources and protect 
public health. 
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